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The Dunderberg was a different description of vessel.
Mr. Webb had been importuned to build a large vessel for
the government and was urged as the best man for such a
contract in the country by numbers of the first men in
New York and elsewhere. While glad to have the indorse-
ment of such men, I by no means entered into a contract to
oblige them or Mr. Webb, who, I have no doubt, procured
the names by solicitation. In view of what was being done
by England and France, and of the then condition of our
affairs, I felt that we might need such a vessel. So feeling,
I came to the conclusion that Mr. Webb was the best
builder with whom I could contract, offered the best terms,
and, under the circumstances, his plan, though excep-
tionable, was perhaps the best, with some modifications.
These he made, reserving the turrets, to which Mr. Lent-
hall strongly objected, and which he predicted Mr. Webb
would wish to abandon before the ship was completed.
Events have verified his anticipations. These are some of
the facts in regard to the Dunderberg. I take no special
pride in the vessel, and could I have the money which she
costs, I should prefer it to the vessel. Yet I feel assured I
did right in ordering her to be built. We could not, in the
crowded condition of the yards, attempt to build her in
either of them.

In the violent assaults of Winter Davis and others upon
the Department, I was accused of not having a navy of
formidable vessels. I had vessels for the purposes then
wanted. Ships of a more expensive and formidable char-
acter, like the Dunderberg, could not be built in a day.
Now, when they are likely not to be wanted, and when
they are drawing near completion, the same class of per-
sons abuse me for what I have done towards the building
up of a formidable navy. But one must not expect to
escape the abuse and unjust attacks of demagogues. I cer-
tainly ought not to complain, for the country has nobly
stood by me through all the misrepresentation and detrac-
tion of the malicious and ungenerous who have made it a